What’s New at the Aviary?
The outside pavilion is finally housing all of our outside birds for the winter.  It should be much easier now for volunteers to access the cages and feed the birds.  The pigeons are sharing with the peacocks and the male Golden pheasant is now together with the pheasant females.  The Silkie rooster is still separated from the Silkie females until they are a bit older but the Ameraucanas Bantam rooster and hens have a large area to roam in.  Millie, the Muscovy is still there too, sharing with the chickens and the young Call duck.  A big thank you to all the volunteers who have contributed their time and effort to work on this project; it has taken awhile but it is a great facility for the birds and the volunteers.

The Bantam chicks have gone to Heather Dillon’s farm to become part of her laying stock.  Heather is also going to take away the old Silkie cage.  Don Intini says he is still looking for homes for the 2 young Peacocks, the young Peahen and the young pastel Call duck.  These birds are available for a donation to the Aviary.
Good news for those volunteers who work outside, the power is on in the plant lovers’ garden.  That will make working outside so much easier.   
Inside the Aviary the budgies and doves have been separated from the cockatiels so the cockatiels can start breeding.  In a few weeks if you listen closely you may be able to hear the baby cockatiels in their nest boxes.  The budgies and doves will still be able to go outside during the winter.  

HELP WANTED

Don Intini has let us know that help is needed to take the plastic mesh off of the green outside cage.  The plan is to refurbish that cage so it is raccoon, squirrel and sparrow proof and can be used next summer to display birds.  Please let Don know if you can help.

Also during the winter months the city workers may do some snow plowing in the Aviary grounds but we seem to have low priority on their plowing list and they do not do a path to the greenhouse door.  If you are able to help out by doing some shoveling it will be much appreciated by all.
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AVIAN ADOPTIONS
In November Christine Moore of Toronto became the adoptive parent of a Fire Finch.  Christine received this adoption as a birthday gift from her friend Marion Bryner.  This is Christine’s sixth year as an Aviary parent. 
HELP LINE

Do you have a problem with your own pet bird?  Our volunteers have a wealth of knowledge and experience with birds.  Send your questions to the newsletter and we can ask our volunteers and readers for suggestions to help you.

Aviary Wish List
Sometimes posted at the Aviary you may see a “wish list’ of items that are needed.  Right now the Aviary could use some patio stones to make a path to the outdoor flight.  If you can donate any stones or know someone who can, please contact a board member.  Also since we now have power to the ground fowl flight we could use some heated water bowls or bird baths.  Keep checking the bulletin board for more “wish list” items needed. 
OUR BIRDS
Ameraucanas Cross Bantam Chickens – Gallus domesticus
The term “bantam” refers to any small breed of chicken.  Many standard chicken breeds have a bantam counterpart, but a true bantam does not.  Bantams are popular as pets since they are smaller and take less room.  Also they are often more varied in colour and feathering than standard chickens.  Bantams can be good egg layers but it takes 2 to 3 bantam eggs to be the equivalent of a regular chicken egg.  The life span of a chicken can be up to 15 years.

The Aviary now has 4 bantams, a rooster and 3 hens – Ameraucanas Cross bantams.  A recent request for names for these birds resulted in the following: the rooster is name Spinner, the black hen is Shadow, the lightest brown hen is Mocha and the darker brown hen is Shelby.
AVIARY SPONSORS

As 2007 comes to a close it is important for us at the Aviary to look on our successes during the past year.  A big part of our success is the many companies and community groups who sponsor us.  Thank you to all the following businesses and organizations that have helped us so much this year.

Welcome Inn

      

Rockton 4H Club             

Doug’s Dogs



St. Joseph’s School


Cindy Who’s Critters


Hamilton Parrothead Club
Caledonia CIBC

The Reptile Store

Hamilton Stamp

Imperial Salon

The Urban Zoo

41st Hamilton Guides

21st Hamilton Brownies

Small Animal Clinic – University of Guelph

Westdale United Church

Linden Animal Hospital

City of Hamilton Parks Department

Greenworks Construction

Buchanan Park School

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha School Council
BIRD OWNERS BEWARE

The following article appeared in our newsletter back in 2001.  It is a very important topic and is worth repeating.

As a bird owner, are you aware of just how sensitive your birds can be to air borne chemicals?  Remember that is why they used to have canaries in coalmines.

When transporting your bird in the car make sure that the bird is not exposed to carbon monoxide.  In the kitchen, fumes from overheated nonstick cookware coated with fluoroethylene (brand names Teflon or Silverstone) are extremely toxic.  Watch out for other noxious inhalants when using self-cleaning ovens, bug bombs, pesticide strips, hair sprays, hair permanents, glues, paints, nail polish, ammonia, naphthalene and spray starch.  Before using any chemical spray near your bird check the label on the container or check with the manufacturer.  Most companies have toll free numbers or web sites that you can check for information on their products.  When in doubt, it is best to remove your bird to an area where it will not be exposed to these chemicals.

One source of pollution that we can control around our birds is second hand cigarette smoke.  With their smaller body size, smaller lungs and their unique respiratory system they are more susceptible to the toxins in smoke.  Links have been found between cigarette smoke and respiratory disease, eye problems, sinus irritation and even skin and feather problems in birds.  Do your birds (and yourself) a favour, quit smoking!

If your notice your bird being affected by any air borne pollutants, get it into the fresh air immediately.  Then take it to the vet for further treatment.

You also have to be careful about what your bird eats.  It would take pages to list all the plants that are poisonous to birds.  Some common household plants that are dangerous are azaleas, dieffenbachia, some ivies and philodendrons.  Cut flowers that we bring into our houses such as daffodils, crocuses, hydrangea, lily-of-the-valley, tulips and peonies can also be poisonous.  At Christmas remember that poinsettias, holly and mistletoe should not be put near birds.  Even fruits and vegetables that birds can eat have parts that can be poisonous.  Apple seeds, unripe avocados, over or under ripe eggplant, rhubarb leaves and the pits & leaves from apricots, cherries, peaches and plums are some examples of this.  For a complete list of plants that are poisonous a good web site is www.birdsnways.com/articles/plntstox.htm   It is a good idea to identify all the plants in your bird’s environment and check them out at this web site.

Another source of poison for birds is common household chemicals.  Petroleum products (gasoline, kerosene), acids (drain cleaner, toilet bowl cleaner) and alkalis (detergents, lye) are all very toxic.  Keep your bird away from your medicine cabinet too, since aspirin, amphetamines, deodorants, hair dye, suntan lotions, sleeping pills and cosmetics are all dangerous.  Of course all types of pesticides, insecticides or herbicides should never be used near your bird.

One of the most common types of poisoning in both caged and wild birds is lead poisoning.  There are many sources of lead in our homes including antiques, stained glass window, batteries, old paint, linoleum, and mirror bases.  If you see your bird chewing on something, check it out!

Last but not least for those of you who are chocoholics, chocolate is a definite “no-no” for birds (for cats and dogs too).  Even a small amount of chocolate can be very dangerous for our pets.  What a good excuse to keep it all for ourselves!

The American SPCA has a Poison Control Hotline for pets, but unfortunately we do not have a similar hotline in Canada.  The ASPCA hotline number is at www.aspca.org but it may cost you to access it. If your suspect that your birds has been poisoned get it to your vet as soon as possible with a sample of what the bird has eaten or a sample of what it has regurgitated.

(Information in the above article from: The Bird Care Book by Sheldon Gerterfeld, DVM – Addison Wesley Publishing, 1989 and www.birdsnways.com and “Blowing Smoke” by Fern Van Sant DVM - Bird Talk (March, 2000)
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS

FEBRUARY 15, 2008

SUBMISSIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE AVIARY OR SENT BY E-MAIL TO:

tbryner@sympatico.ca
