What’s New at the Aviary?
The morning crew members on January 25 were very upset to find our African Grey Congo parrot Jerry had died over night.  Jerry was one of the Aviary’s most popular birds. For more information about Jerry see “Our Birds” below.
On a happier note our little Call Duck has gone to a good home, a farm with a lot of other ducks.  Millie, the Muscovey seemed a bit lonely after the young duck left so Don Intini has taken her home his farm.  Don says he may bring the Call Duck parents back to the Aviary in the spring.  

OUR BIRDS

Jerry - African Grey Congo – Psittacus erithacus erithacus:  There are several varieties of African Grey parrots.  All are a medium size birds, grey or grey-white in colour.  The Congo is distinguished from the other varieties by its red tail.

Jerry, a male - age unknown, was a mature bird when he was donated to the Aviary in 1993.  We have a limited history of him before then.  He was given to the Aviary because he was biting and noisy.  Although he never became a “hand held’ bird he did love to interact with people. Like all Greys he was a great mimic and had a large repertoire of sounds (meowing like cat, ringing like a telephone, and the sound of a bomb bursting) as well as saying the usual “hello” and “goodbye”.  We have been told by visitors that he spoke some Japanese!  While he was at Dundurn Castle his cage was near the car park and that is where he learned to beep like a truck backing up.  During his short stay at the old Kenilworth Police Station in 1995 -96 he started talking like the firemen he could hear on their radios next door. 

The children of Westdale loved seeing him in his outside cage and the Mum Show will not be the same without him.
Preliminary reports indicate that Jerry died from an infection.  This highlights the importance of good hygiene at the Aviary.  The most important rule is to always wash your hands before and after handling any bird, and handling dirty or clean dishes.

Goodbye Jerry, you will be missed.
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Baby & Buddy
Newsletter reader Jennifer Zalitack submitted the following story about her two birds.

We got our two cockatiels in July, 2001 and February, 2002.  I’ve always had birds when I was younger, all budgies.  After owning about 4 of them, my parents finally said “No more birds until you move out”.  So, when I graduated from college, the first thing I did was to “move up” and buy a cockatiel.

My fiancé took me to pick one out and at the time he didn’t really care about buying a bird.  I picked out Baby.  As I was taking her home I was excited, yet nervous, I hadn’t had a pet bird in a while.  We all adapted and she soon became a part of the family.  Around this time my fiancé was on vacation, and I wasn’t, so he was home with her all day for over a week.  It didn’t take long for her to bond to him, and now he is a bird lover, and Baby is utterly devoted to him, and I felt a little left out.  So begins the story of how we acquired Buddy……
My fiancé actually found Buddy in a pet store near his house.  Buddy came from two show birds.  I was anxious to start again and find my “own” pet bird, a bird that would bond to me.  As soon as Buddy got home, so began our friendship.  I spent all my time with him and now he has bonded to me.  I called him “my buddy” and the name soon stuck, so that became his name!  The funny part is that he doesn’t really like my fiancé, yet it was him who found him and brought us together!

Now we are the perfect “family”, we each have our own bonds with a bird, it is quite perfect!

Thanks Jennifer for telling us about your birds.  

Do you have a story about your pet birds?  If you do send it to the newsletter and we will try to print it.  Please keep it at 200 to 300 words.  Tell us about your feathered family members!

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS APRIL 15, 2008

SUBMISSIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE AVIARY OR SENT BY E-MAIL TO tbryner@sympatico.ca
Get your newsletter on line too – just send us your address
AVIARY DONORS
In the last newsletter we thanked the many businesses and organizations who supported the Aviary in the past year.  We now want to thank the many individuals who have also supported the Aviary in this past fiscal year.

They are:
Kate Powadiuk – Toronto
Christel Woodward – Ottawa

Steven Drew – Burlington

Helen Turner – Hamilton

Dianne & Harvey Zaturski – Welland

Louise Maffett - Ottawa
Amy Skippen – Hamilton
Helga & the late Albert Tamas – Dundas
Barbara Clifford – Dundas
Helen & Elizabeth Waters – Hamilton
Deborah Harrison – Waterdown

Ron & Betty Paolini – Hamilton
Allison Sekular – Hamilton
Laurie Stewart – Oakville

Marijana Govorcin – Hamilton

Josefina Karimianpour – Ancaster
Mary Picca – Miami, Florida, USA

Margaret Martin – Hamilton

Ilana Valo – Toronto

Cathy Inster-Tarrant – Hamilton
Sheila McDougall – Hamilton

Nicole von Hollen – Hamilton
Allan Norg – Waterdown
Lastly, but by no means least, all of our volunteers, many of whom make a significant contribution of both time and often donations too.  Sincere thanks to all of you.  The Aviary could not exist without you!
BIRDS, BIRDS, & MORE BIRDS

Regular contributor Lori Gibbons has passed on information about a new book on birds called;

The Parrot Companion – Caring for Parrots, Macaws, Budgies, Cockatiels & More by Rosemary Low.  Rosemary Low is a well known and respected expert on parrots and Lories.  In 1989 she co-founded the World Parrot Trust and edited its magazine, PsittaScene, until 2004.  She has written over 20 books about birds.  You can get Rosemary’s book and many other interesting bird books from:  www.avianpublications.com .

Another web site you might enjoy is a blog by bird watcher Jeff Reiter of Illinois.  You can check out Jeff’s blog at: http://wordsonbirds.blogspot.com
Finally Lori found some great photos of Sand Hill Cranes taken by nature photographer Robert Grover.  You can see these photos at:

www.dgrin.com/showthread.php?t=83729
Thanks Lori for all the topical information.  If you come across a good web site please pass it on to the newsletter.  Share it with your fellow bird lovers.

AVIAN ADOPTIONS
Lots of adoptions to report on this month!
Christel Woodward of Ottawa has renewed her gift adoption for Dorothy & Gordon Buckingham of Ancaster.  This is the ninth year that the Buckinghams have been Aviary Parents.  Once again this year they are the parents of Millie the Eclectus who is presently at Gage Park. 

Another renewing adopter was Helen Turner of Hamilton.  This is the fifth year that Helen has adopted an Aviary bird in memory of her friend the late Doreen Radnor.  This year her bird is a Budgie.
The children of the Westdale Co-Op Preschool, Hamilton also renewed their adoption of Gibberish” our Rainbow Lorikeet.  They have been adopters since 2004.  
We have some Aviary volunteers too who besides giving their time are renewing adopters.  Steven Drew of Burlington has adopted a bird for the fifth year.  This year he is adopting Flint the African Grey Timneh
For the fourth year volunteers Dianne & Harvey Zaturski have adopted Sydney the Senegal Parrot.
There are also two new adopters.  Louise Maffett of Ottawa has just adopted Baby the Molucccan Cockatoo and Liz Maffett of Ottawa is now the proud parent of Charlie the Indian Ringneck.
Thank you to all of our Adopters.  Your support is so important to all the birds.

COMING SOON!

The annual Aviary Spring Fair is now being planned.  The date has not been finalized but if you are interested in helping please contact Sandy Weaver or Jim Southern.  More information will soon be posted at the Aviary
