What’s New at the Aviary?
Spring is finally here and the birds are enjoying the warm weather.  The outside flights should all be open by the end of May.

In April Don Intini brought the Pastel Call ducks back to the Aviary.  They are presently in the ground fowl pavilion, sharing with the Bantam chickens. Also in the pavilion the Silkie rooster has finally been put together with the two females, named Satin & Lace.  Maybe there will be some babies in time for the Spring Fair.
Frank, our Peacock has his full tail now and has been very busy trying to attract his mate Estelle.  Wonder how many chicks they will have this year?  Their babies from last year were sold at the Flamborough Fur and Feather Fanciers Auction in April.
Keep reading the newsletter for big changes this summer at the Aviary.  The City has given us the “go ahead” to do work to improve the outside flights and the greenhouse.  To assist us in this we thank the family of Esther Hornsveld for their donation of 10 greenhouse hoops.  These will be used for the new outside flights.  

OUR BIRDS

Senegal Parrots – Poicephalus senegalus

The Senegal parrot is native to the open woodlands and savannas of West Africa.  There, it is considered a pest because it feeds on maize and millet.  The bird is a small green parrot with a grey head and tail, and an orange/yellow abdomen.  In the wild the Senegal’s life span is 25 to 30 years but they have been known to live up to 50 years in captivity.

The Aviary has 3 Senegal Parrots.  Sydney, is a male who was donated to the Aviary in 2002.  He was found outside by his donor so his age is unknown.  Sisco & Albert are a bonded pair who were donated to the Aviary in 2005 by volunteer Susan Berezuk.  Sisco, the female, was born in 1998 but Albert’s age is unknown.  
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They’re Back!
Madame X, Hamilton’s favourite Peregrine Falcon is back nesting in her roost at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Hamilton.  

Audrey Gamble, lead monitor with the Hamilton Community Peregrine Project and director with the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club announced in April that Madame X and her mate Surge had produced 4 eggs.   The Peregrine chicks are due to hatch around Mother’s Day.

Surge is Madame X’s 4th mate since she arrived in Hamilton from Pennsylvania in 2001.  So far 16 of her chicks have successfully fledged.  
If you want to check out the progress of the peregrine chicks go to www.hamiltonnature.org/hamfalcam.html
The Naturalists’ Club web site also gives information on how you can help out when the young birds fledge.  Volunteers are needed then to keep the young safe as they learn to fly over Main Street.
Some more good news from the wild is that local bird watchers have spotted a pair of nesting Bald Eagles in the Hamilton area.  They hope that the nest which is near Caledonia has eggs, since both birds have been observed attending to the nest.  The book Birds of Hamilton and Surrounding Areas by Robert Curry notes only one previous Bald Eagle nest in this area and that was between 1940 and 1952.  This new sighting is a positive indication of an improved environment for the birds that are presently designated a “species-at-risk” in Ontario.
DID YOU KNOW?

- The Peregrine Falcon ((Falco Peregrinus) is the fastest bird on record when diving (called a stoop).  It has been clocked at over 175 mph.  

- The Latin name peregrinus means “coming from foreign parts” which is appropriate since the bird has one of the longest migration ranges in North America.

- A group of Peregrines has several collective names.  They can be called a “bazaar of falcons”, an “eyrie of falcons”, a “ringing up of falcons”, a “stooping of falcons” or a “tower of falcons”.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS JUNE 15, 2008
SUBMISSIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE AVIARY OR SENT BY E-MAIL TO tbryner@sympatico.ca
Get your newsletter on line too; just send us your address
Volunteer Appreciation Night

The Friends of the Aviary kicked off Volunteer Week with the annual Volunteer Appreciation Night on Saturday, April 12.  

Volunteers gathered together at Westdale United Church for a delicious dinner catered by Adelina’s Catering of Welland (905-735-9227)
Special guests for the evening were bird breeders Peter and Margaret Mostart.  Peter spoke about his many successes and also some of his failures in bird breeding.  His slides showed their breeding facility and some of their beautiful birds.  We thank Peter and Margaret for giving us the benefit of their expertise and for their continued support of our efforts at the Aviary.  
Thanks also to the volunteers who organized this enjoyable evening!
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Margaret & Peter Mostart – Guest speakers at Volunteer Appreciation Night.
*******************
SPRING SCRUBBIN’
It’s that time of the year again; time for spring cleaning at the Aviary.  This year there are plans to paint the cages, so they need to be extra clean.   
Volunteers are needed on both Saturday, May 3 and Saturday, May 10 at 11:00 a.m.  If you can spare a few hours on either day to help, please sign up at the Aviary.  We hope to get about 8 volunteers per day.
Let’s get the Aviary in top shape for the Spring Fair.  
**********************
DATES TO REMEMBER
RARE BREEDS CANADA

2008 FUN DAY

SUNDAY, MAY 4, 2008

10:00 a.m.  to 4:30 p.m.

At

DOON HERITAGE CROSSROADS

KITCHENER, ONTARIO

Tours, BBQ, Auction

Guest Speakers: Pete Paterson

& Lesley Kelly

For more info check out the web site at 

www.rarebreedscanada.ca
************
Friends of the Aviary

Annual Spring Fair

Sunday, June 1

11:30 to 4:00 p.m.

at the Aviary

FOOD – FUN – FEATHERD FRIENDS

If you can help out please contact Jim Southern or Sandy Weaver

**********
FRIENDS OF THE AVIARY ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

JUNE 6, 2008

AT THE AVIARY

Check the bulletin board at the Aviary for meeting time 

Annual Reports & Election of Officers

Slate of Candidates to be posted.  

If you are interested in running for office or being on the Nomination Committee contact Wayne Riddell at 

wriddell@sympatico.ca 
