WHAT’S NEW AT THE AVIARY?
The Americuna Bantams in the outside flight have been busy again.  This time the hens have produced 7 new chicks.  They join the other chick that was hatched in August.  
Work continues on the outside pavilion, so hopefully it will be ready to house most of the outside birds this winter.  In the pavilion now the young peafowl are getting bigger.  It appears that this year Frank & Estelle produced 2 males and 1 female. 
By the time this newsletter is printed the duck pond will probably be closed and the ducks will be at the Intini farm for the winter.
Inside the Aviary we have two beautiful new additions.  Two Eastern Rosellas were donated to the Aviary by Courtney Sunlike of Guelph.  After visiting the Aviary on a Sunday afternoon Courtney decided that her Rosellas would have a good home here.  These birds are a male and a female and are under 3 years old.  Our thanks to Courtney for these lovely birds and also to Chris White for quarantining them this summer.  For more information about Rosellas see “Our Birds” below.
OUR BIRDS

Eastern Rosellas – Platycercus eximius

Eastern Rosellas are a medium size parrot with a red neck, breast, and head with white cheeks.  The body is yellow green with blue shoulders and yellow wings.  The tail feathers are blue with black edges.  The species is found in the woodlands and grasslands of South Eastern Australia and New Zealand  
In the wild these birds eat a diet of seeds, fruits, nectar, and insects.  A male and female mate for life, using a hollow tree for their nest.  A clutch is usually 3 eggs which hatch after about 21 days.  The Aviary now has a pair of these colourful birds.  At present do not have names.  
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ON THE NET
Bird lover and internet surfer Lori Gibbons has passed on these two cute videos that you can check out on the internet.

www.bloggerforum.com/modules/workpress/2007/10/04/so-this-bird-walks-into-a-store/ shows the antics of a very clever gull in Scotland.

http://birdloversonly.blogspot.com/2007/09/may-i-have-this-dance.html is a video that might remind you of our dancing Cockatoo Jesse.

Thank you Lori for these chuckles.
AVIAN ADOPTIONS
Do you have someone on your Christmas list who “has everything”?  If they like animals, the perfect gift might be an Avian Adoption.
Your gift of an adoption includes:

· a personalized adoption certificate

·  an information sheet about the bird 

· a year’s subscription to the Aviary newsletter (there is a $5 surcharge for newsletters sent by post overseas)
· the adopter’s name on the Adopters List at the Aviary

· a special invitation to the Spring Fair.

Also as the purchaser of a gift adoption you get a tax receipt for the cost.  A great deal for everyone! 

For more information about adoptions get a pamphlet at the Aviary or contact Marion at tbryner@sympatico.ca
BIRD HUMOUR?
Have you noticed that when geese migrate in a V formation that one side of the V is longer that the other?  Do you know why that is?

There are more geese in it!
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS DECEMBER 15, 2007
SUBMISSIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE AVIARY OR SENT BY 

E-MAIL TO tbyner@sympatico.ca
Get your newsletter on line too – just send us your address
Dates to Remember

Hamilton Naturalists’ Club Meeting
Second Monday of Each Month

7:30 p.m.

at the Royal Botanical Gardens  
680 Plains Rd. W. Burlington

November meeting Nov 19
______________________
PARROT CLUB OF 

SOUTHERN ONTARIO
Monday, November 26

Holiday Pot Luck Dinner

Dundas Lions Memorial Community Centre

10 Market St., Dundas

for more information contact

Lori Gibbons at magpie1@sympatico.ca
______________________

Finally a reminder that the
 Canadian Parrot Conference 

Is being held at the

Guelph Holiday Inn

November 2 to 4

For more information go to:

www.canadianparrotconference.ca/
The Mum Show 2007

Once again this year the Aviary was invited to have a booth at the City of Hamilton’s Annual Mum Show, held from October 19 to 28.  Our thanks to the City of Hamilton staff who arranged to have the Aviary participate at the show, especially Randy, Sheila, Darcy and Karl.

Also thanks to all the Aviary volunteers who helped out - Doreen, Rita, Dria, Cindy, Fran, Renee, Harvey, Diane, Stephanie, Scott, Janet, & Sandy.  Very special thanks to Jim and Mary Southern for all their time and efforts organizing the display.
This is always a great opportunity to publicize the Aviary and this year we also were able to recruit some new volunteers.  

LOON FACTS
Here are some interesting facts about this beautiful bird that graces our one dollar coin.  Did you know?

-The loon’s closest relatives are penguins, albatrosses and shearwaters.

-Although graceful in the water loons are very awkward on land because their legs are located far back on their bodies.

-The bones of the loon’s legs are denser than those of most birds, making them less buoyant but good divers.
-They have trouble taking flight from land but “run” across the water into the wind.  In flight they can average 115 km/hr.

-Loons nest on northern lakes in the spring.  Their chicks can swim right after hatching and after the first or second day do not return to their nest.

-Loons have no taste buds so they will eat all kinds of fish, frogs, snails, salamanders and leeches.

-Their lifespan is estimated at 20 to 30 years.

-Loons are most vocal from mid-May to mid-June and have 4 distinct calls.

(Source: the Loon Center, Moultonborough, N.H., reprinted from the Hamilton Spectator)

ALEX, THE AFRICAN GREY

Bird lovers everywhere were saddened to learn of the recent sudden death of Alex, the African Grey Congo parrot on September 6, 2007 at the young age of 31 years.

For those who are not familiar with Alex, he was the parrot trained by animal psychologist Dr. Irene Pepperburg of Brandeis University.  Dr. Pepperburg bought Alex as a one year old bird and had trained him to study the intelligence of birds.  His name was an acronym for Avian Learning Experiment.  
Alex amazed everyone with his many talents.  He could recognize over 50 objects, 7 colours, 5 shapes and quantities up to 6.  Dr. Pepperburg estimated Alex’s intelligence was equivalent to a 5 year old human.  The exact cause of Alex’s death is not known but a heart attack is suspected.  Dr. Pepperburg will continue her work on bird intelligence with two other African Greys that she has been training.  For more information about Alex check out the many web sites about him, especially Wikipedia, YouTube and the Alex Foundation. 
(Thanks to Lori Gibbons who forwarded the sad news about Alex from Penny Bond of the Cambridge Parrot Club)
