What’s New at the Aviary?
Lots of news to report about our outside birds!  The ground fowl pavilion has more than doubled in size with a new addition.  Once the addition is completed it will be able to house most of our ground fowl and a few other birds too.  It was built by Allan Norg of Greenworks Construction. 

In the addition right now are a Muscovy Duck and a duckling.  The Muscovy whose name is Millie belongs to Kyna Intini.  The duckling is the offspring of the Call Ducks that were at the Aviary earlier this summer.  It was hatched by Millie at the Intini farm and Millie is now a foster parent to it.  

The Americuna Cross Bantams wasted no time getting settled in their new home.  Two of the hens started laying eggs right away and they now have a chick.

The Silkie rooster and the male Golden Pheasant will soon be getting company.   Two young Silkie hens and two young Golden Pheasants have been purchased.  The young birds are being kept separate from the males until they are a bit more mature.
Our three Peacock babies continue to thrive.   Frank, their father has molted his tail feathers and you can purchase one of these beautiful feathers at the Aviary.

The Aviary’s oldest resident Sinbad the Double Yellow Amazon was finally coaxed into his outside flight this summer and seems to love it.  He is looking great for his 45 plus years.
Also inside the Aviary all the recently donated small birds (finches, canaries & budgies) are now in their respective flights.  Take some time when you are visiting to listen to the beautiful canary songs.
At Gage Park the Aviary has a new resident. Our Alexandrians, Max & Shad, have produced a chick.  
Our Eclectus Parrots, Millie & Caol, are on display at Gage Park too.  

Toby the Lesser Sulpher Crested Cockatoo is now in the former Eclectus cage at the Aviary.  
Finally on a sad note, missed in the last newsletter was the news that our male Plumhead parrot died in late June.  He was about 11 years old and had been at the Aviary since 1998. 
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Avian Adoptions
Due to the recent death of our male Plumhead the Hamilton Parrothead Club has a new adoptee.  Their sponsorship has been transferred to Jerry, our African Grey Congo.  The Parrothead Club has been an Avian Adopter for 4 years.  Their continued support is appreciated. 
FRIENDS OF THE AVIARY

EXECUTIVE

At the July meeting of the FOA Executive the following officers and directors were elected:

President 
- Wayne Riddell wriddell@sympatico.ca
Vice President 
- Jim Southern ajsouthern@sympatico.ca
Secretary  
- Janet Kilgannon janet_kilgannon@hotmail.com
Treasurer 
- Sandy Weaver weaver_sandy@hotmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator  
- Stacey Riddell staceyriddell@msn.com
Directors  
- Rita Entwistle rentwistle@cogeco.ca
- Dianne Zaturski hzaturski@cogeco.ca
The Executive meets the second Friday of each month and volunteers are welcome to attend.  The meetings are held at Westdale United Church.  The minutes of the meetings are posted at the Aviary.
AVIARY SPECIAL EVENTS

On August 11, the Aviary held its first “Garage Sale”.  Lots of great bargains were available and all the proceeds will go to the birds. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped to organize the event and especially to those who donated items and/or rented tables.  It was a great success - hopefully will become an annual event!

On the weekend of September 8 & 9 the Friends of the Aviary will have a booth in Westdale at Westitalia.  If you can help out at the booth please sign up at the Aviary.  Even if you can not stay to help, drop by and say hello anyway.
ON THE NET
Our “net surfers” have been busy again.
Caroline Fehr sent two web links, one to a recent Globe & Mail article on birds that need new homes and the other on parrot therapy.  www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20070731.wlparrots/BNStory/lifeMain/home
and
www.parrotchroncicles.com/2007/features/parrottherapy/vets.htm .
Lori Gibbons sent a warning concerning the recent recall of some Fisher-Price toys.  The toys were recalled because they are coated with lead based paint.  Some bird owners give these types of toys to their birds.  If you are concerned, you can check out the recalled toys at: www.msnbc.msn.com/id/20079082
Thanks to Caroline and Lori for keeping us informed.
OUR BIRDS

Silver Bahamas Pintail Ducks – Anas bahamensis fonna alba
The Bahamas Pintail duck can be found widely distributed in the West Indies, South America (including the Galapagos Islands) and the Southern USA.  The Silver Bahamas is a variation of this wild bird; it is white with patches of gray, orange feet and an orange spot on its gray bill.

A pair lays one clutch of 5 to 12 eggs yearly and the ducklings hatch in 25 days.  Ducks are precocial birds, meaning that they hatch covered in downy feathers and can leave their nest and feed themselves shortly after hatching
These birds can live 10 to 15 years and in the wild eat seeds, snails, insects and roots.
The Aviary presently has a pair of these birds on loan from the Initini family.

DATES TO REMEMBER

CANADIAN PARROT CONFERENCE

NOVEMBER 2 - 4, 2007

THE HOLIDAY INN GUELPH

601 Scottsdale Drive, Guelph
For information and registration go to:

www.canadianparrotconference.ca or

contact Suzan Payne at 519-745-4865
A PAT ON THE BACK
The Aviary received this e-mail recently (through volunteer Chris White) from Dr. Shannon Lee of Lynden Animal Hospital.  Dr.  Lee treated our Double Yellow Amazon Lady for her recent injuries.

Further to our recent conversations, I wanted to write to discuss the health of the Aviary birds that I have seen at the clinic recently.  Although the recent incident involving the loss of several Aviary birds was tragic, it gave us a chance to assess the health of at least 1 specific bird.  Although Lady’s injuries were very serious and potentially life threatening, her health status prior to the attack greatly aided her ability to recover.  On admission to the clinic, aside from her obvious injuries, I noted that Lady appeared to be in very good health.  Her body condition score was great; if anything, she may have been a bit overweight.  In her situation however, this was a benefit as it allowed extra energy when needed during her recovery period.  Examination of the oral cavity revealed excellent formation of the choanal papillae.  As you know, lesions in this area are often indicative of nutritional deficiencies.  Lady had no signs of nutritional issues at all, and looked very good.  Her feathering was also wonderful.  Birds under stressful conditions (including malnutrition) tend to have poor feathering in addition to multiple stress bars.  Lady had very few stress bars to speak of.  It appears that the pelleted diets that the Aviary birds are on are working wonderfully to keep them in top condition.  I would caution to be careful with any extra treats that they are receiving, as those are often the culprits of obesity and tend to be of little nutritional value to the birds.

Keep up the good work!

Shannon

We thank Dr. Lee for her encouraging words and also for the wonderful care that she and the staff at Lynden Animal Hospital gave to Lady.  Lady continues to recuperate and is adjusting well to her disability.
EGGS – ACTLY!

(Interesting facts about eggs from PetEducation.com)

Did you know?

*The most yokes ever found in a chicken egg were 9. 
*An ostrich egg must be boiled for 2 hours to be hard cooked.

*4700 hummingbird eggs could fit in one ostrich egg.
*The Royal Albatross’ egg takes 79 days to hatch.

*The now extinct elephant bird of Madagascar laid eggs weighing up to 27 lbs.
NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THE NEXT NEWSLETTER IS OCTOBER 15, 2007

SUBMISSIONS CAN BE LEFT AT THE AVIARY OR SENT BY E-MAIL TO tbryner@sympatico.ca
Get your newsletter on line too – just send us your address 
